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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EGEN, PN 

SUBJECT: PANAMA MEETING ON SELA 
REFERENCE: (A) PANAMA 3569 

1. DEPARTMENT AGREES WITH EMBASSY THAT CIRCULAR NOTE 
REPORTED REF. A INVITING U.S. PARTICIPATION IN MEETING 

TO DISCUSS SELA IS GOP OVERSIGHT. SIMILAR NOTE WAS 
SUBMITTED BY PANAMANIAN EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON DURING 
OAS MEETING. WHEN CALLED TO FOREIGN MINISTER TACK'S 
ATTENTION, HE STATED CATEGORICALLY THAT IT WAS A MISTAKE 
AND ASKED THAT THE NOTE NOT BE ACKNOWLEDGED. 

2. SINCE WE BELIEVE CIRCULAR NOTE RECEIVED BY EMBASSY IS 
ANOTHER MISTAKE, DEPARTMENT FEELS WE SHOULD NOT EMBARRASS 
GOP BY BRINGING IT TO THEIR ATTENTION. THEREFORE SUGGEST 
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THAT NOTE BE IGNORED. KISSINGER 
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